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At the end of a dirt and gravel road in Oklahoma
City, a clearing opens up to reveal 2 home many
would term “California Contemporary” because of its
form; vet it merges with the land and natre around it
seamlessly — definitely modern, definitely natural.

The modular home, with gently angled roofs, has
enough glass to please any modern home enthusiast,
ver the stucco exterior with its enhancing sections of
dry-stacked natural tan stone makes the structure a
part of its surroundings. A eurving stained conerete
wallbway composed of rectilinear sections adds an
organic line to the genmetric residence.

Jim Roth, owner of BR Residence, 3940 E. Wilshire
Blvd., is pleased with the combination.

“I was going for a mix between Texas Hill Country
and Hollvwood Hills,” he said. “T wanted a elean,
open design that was one with nature. [ was very
interested by the juxtaposition of modern design in
a rural setting.”

That combination carries through to the interior.
Roth's three-bedroom, three-bathroom home is very
open, with elean lines and lots of natural light. Pale
tans, greens and golds make a neutral but natural
backdrop for Roth's collection of original, brightly
colored art displaved throughout his home. For his
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stained concrete floors, Roth selected a color he calls
“solden retriever tan” to camouflage the shed hair from
his two retriever pets.

The minimalistic décor of the home avoids competing
with what Roth intended to be the focal point: the
windows. Situated on eight and one-halfl acres of natural
Olidahoma forest and hills, every plate glass window
brings a piece of nature into the residence. And the
functional, double-glazed, low-emittance windows keep
the radiating Oklahoma sun from heating up the home,
an important feature for Roth, not just because of their
comfort factor, but because of their energy efficiency.

Making his home sustainable was vital to Both.
Sustainable design, or green design, is about
eliminating any negative environmental impacts. It
requires thinking bevond individual need to a much
maore global, long-term level.

“I grew up in the Kansas City suburbs and my dad
had a farm 1 used to visit,” he said. “1 remember he
alwavs had a row of crops for the animals. | liked the
idea of giving back {to nature).”

After five vears of research on green design, Roth
understood the importance of each and every step of
both the design and construction processes. The first
step for him was selecting the correct architect for the






puts the focus on double-glazed, low
emittance windows that keep the sun from heating up the home.
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conduecti va, Roth chose

Jav Yowell, principle architect and owner of ‘jv architecture’
in Edmaond.
Yowell is the founder and president of the Oklahoma

wability Network, of the Edmond Land Conservancy,

C¥: sistant professor at the University of
Oklahoma's College of Architecture, with an emphasis on
sustainable design.

“When | met with Jim, he was
someone from (out of state),” Yowell
reconsider keeping it local. To show that this can be done
here, by someone from here. Okies are sheptical pioneers.
If vou ean see it and touch it and feel it, then vou can do it.
I wanted them to see that vou don’t have to go to Europe or
California (o build a contemporary, green design home).”

Roth had a binder full of id wd information ut his
dream home, most of which revolved around Hollvwood

i, With this architectu

design for the home w

COTEEM O
simple - three rectangles. One long rect e houses the
living area, dining room and kitchen, while the other two
rectangles — one for the master suite, the other for the office,

Sarage guest areas — are perpendicular to the first,
ape that forms a three-sided barrer

living space with : ar dipping

reating a larg
around an outdoor
pool and hot tub.
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How this floor plan ws
not exclusively by the views, but by the land itself
studies. The differences in designing sus
standard architecture amount to one major Llnnu
" Yowell s:
“Visit a farmhouse prior to 1930, he
properly with m

to design hefore air conditione
“It was oriented
mum window exposure on the east and
west sides, with deep porches and overhangs to protect from
the rain and elements. Green design is a dichotomy of the




old stuff, with modern technology. It's using common sense
principles, only modernized.”

Yowell placed RR Residence carefully on the site to best utilize
the seasonal solar elements. He placed few windows on the

north side of the home, The open ‘L7 of the home §; south

to best utilize passive solar collection, and the metal frame
awnings over the wall of southern windows were sized carefully
to intercept the high summer sun rays, therefore blocking the

heat, vet allowing the low winter rays into the home, Roth s

Three geothermal HVAC units, which tie into the hot
water tanks, 11 inches of blown insulation in the ceiling
white reflectant roof with a rubber
weather proof but also breathes, and insulating concrere
form block walls provide an amazing level of thermal

d membrane that is

energy efficiency.
ICF walls have a 6-inch conerete core sandwiched
by 21 s of reevelable polvstvren Styrofoam-

tvpe product, for a total of 11-inch-thick walls. They
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The two rectangles housing the master swite, office, garage and guest areas are perpendicular to the main reclangle, creating a large "U" shape
that forms a three-sided barrier around an outdoor living space with a rectangular dipping pool and hot tub.

al wood framing to better endure
out noise, will not support the
are fire resistant, and provide

Oklahoma storms
growth of mold or milde
massive savings in energy.
“Tt takes 18 hours |
ach the interior,” Roth said.

me degree of outdoor temperature

The strength of the ICF walls also allowed for a very open,
more modern tloor plan, as no interior wall supports were
necessary. This gave Yowell the ability to fully integrate

gn concept of floating planes, which can be seen
throughout the home: the thin overhanging roof, the metal
canopy over the south window, the dropped-down ceiling

clouds in the main living area to differentiate the different

spaces, the wall-mounted cabinets in the bathrooms. Even

the bases are slightly recessed, giving the walls the feeling of

floacing, Yowell
Another
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design element was the use of horizontal lines.

“Horizontal lines give a feeling of being grounded, of being

nected to the earth,” Roth said.

The vein-cut travertine baclisplashes are laid in a
landscape orientation, and are paired with various natural
countertop materials throughout the home. The kitchen
has mostly granite, with a raised translucent onvx bar
that is underlit. The bathrooms have recveled glass and
conerete countertops, made from bottles, some of which
Roth provided.

Further green design elements include energy efficient
appliances, recveled earpet, low or no VOU finishes
(volatile organic compound, a gas that is released from
certain products such as paint, that can be a health
hazard), water-efficient plumbing fixtures and energy-
efficient lighting,

Roth took green design outdoors as well by hiring a

landscape design co ny that specializes in sustain:




Top photo: Water-efficient plumbing fixtures and energy-efficient lighting in the bathrooms,; the glass and concrete countertops are made from

bottlas, many of which Roth provided. Bottem photo

with ground cover i of amix of native pr
grasses, The vard will be covered with buffalo grass, which
clumps at five inches in height,

“Onee (all the plants) are established, this will be an

entirely maintenance-free vard,” Roth said. “No mowi

watering, no fertilizing ... nothing.”

reen requires not only additional thought and
- Yowell estimated buildi
a green home costs about 10-15 percent more than a

planning, but a larger bu

traditional construction. However, those costs are recovered
within about five vears, he said.

Roth has not vet applied for Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design certi ion for his home, but RR
Residence was built to qualify at a Silver level. | ) was
developed by the U5, Green Building Council and is an
internationally recognized green building certification

chen is mostly granite, with a raised transfucent onyx bar that is underiit.
o ¢

stemn, with ratings for new construction ranging from

Certified to Platinum.

The nation’s first LEED-certified home was o
Edmond five vea
designers, builders homeowners to pursue this type
of planning. Construction took nearly two yvears on RR
Residence, although Yowell believes the modern design was
more of a construction challenge than the green aspects. For
Roth, it was worth the time, effort and costs involved,

“There is something strong inside me with this,” h id,
“to be mindful of my environment. It comes from within
my own sense of responsibility. My favorite thing about my
house is its sense of solitude and how it respects nature. That
solitude comes from the feeling that (the home) is immersed
into the nature around it.”

Roth's home has a genre of its own: Oklahoma
Contemporary — modern, natural, environmentallv awar
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